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Sufiism. The Sufis, from temperamental and
other causes, elaborated these ideas, gave them
a rich and beautiful setting, and, what is all-
important, built about them one of the most
interesting phases of mystical poetry the world
has ever known, and this particular phase may
be said to date from the twelfth century A.D.

Thus, I think, it will be readily admitted that
the Sufis certainly owed something to the ISTeo-
Platonists. The cry for the Beloved was in their
hearts before the Greek philosophers came ; but
Neo-Platonisna appealed to their Oriental minds.
It was a stepping-stone across the river of their
particular spiritual tendencies, and they trod
thereon, and proceeded to lay down other
stones across the stream. I have pointed out
the similarities between this particular Greek
and Persian belief. There was, however, one
very important difference. The Neo-Platonist's
conception of God was purely abstract, the Sufi's
essentially personal, as far as the early Sufis
were concerned. We shall consider other in-
fluences which were brought to bear upon Sufiism
a little later on. There is a very great difference
between the early Sufiism and the elaborate
additions that followed as an evolutionary
matter of course.

In brief, then, Neo-Platonism was the doctrine
of Ecstasy. A quotation from the letter of
Plotinus to Flaccus on Ecstasy will still further